
English

at

St Mary's Catholic Primary School 



“If you don’t like to read, 

you haven’t found the 

right book.” 

J.K. Rowling



Phonics at St Mary’s



Reception & KS1 Phonics 
At St Mary's, we follow 'Sounds-Write' as our chosen Systematic Phonics Scheme. 

Staff from Nursery to Year 6 have all attended a four day course to be able to teach Sounds-

Write.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are timetabled to 30 minutes of Phonics each day, taught by their 

class teacher.  

Children in KS2 who still need to progress within their phonics journey also have access to 

Phonics and decodable books. 



Reception & KS1 1:1 Reading 

Each child is heard reading once a week with their class teacher or a teaching assistant. The 

children take home two decodable books, which follow 'Sounds-Write'. 

Books that are sent homethat are in relation to the children’s reading ability. All children are 

phonics lessons so they are exposed to all sound to spelling correspondance. 

Keep up, catch up sessions.



New Decodable Books 
We have bought new decodable books for the children who access phonics lessons or catch up sessions. 

All the books follow our chosen Systematic Phonics Scheme - 'Sounds-Write'. The books are organised 

into units following 'Initial Code' or 'Extended Code'.



Reading and Writing at 

St Mary’s



Reading Spine
To create a stronger awareness on whole class 

reading, each class text is chosen carefully to link 

strongly into the adjacent writing topic. This means 

that the writing tasks each lesson also rely upon the 

foundation of reading. The class texts chosen also 

often link into the history or geography topic, the 

interweave reading skills with other subjects. A 

reading spine has been created to showcase this 

inter-curricular approach, whilst also ensuring that a 

wide variety of text are used, such as pre-

millennium texts, non-fiction and texts written by 

authors of colour. Research shows (EEF) is important 

that children are exposed to vocabulary, settings, 

characters and experiences that are unfamiliar from 

a young age. 



Writing Coverage



Introduction of Mighty 

Writer

Learning to write is a complex experience for 
children. While some adapt well to this journey, 
others struggle, and risk being left behind. Mighty 
Writer breaks the process down into 
manageable chunks, enabling the development of 
key literacy skills, so children of all abilities can begin 
to write with confidence.



KS2 Guided Reading 



Parent/ Carer Sessions 
Reception and KS1 Phonics

Parents and carers have been invited in each term to participate in Phonics or Guided Reading sessions 

with their child. This has enabled parents/ carers to observe how reading is taught in school and 

activities that their child completes. These sessions have also allowed parents/ carers to see how their 

child and activities have progressed throughout the year. 



Parent/ Carer Sessions 
Reception and KS1 Phonics



Parent/ Carer Sessions 
KS2 Reading



Reading in Each Class

Every class has a reading area where 

children are able to have access to a 

range of genres to read for pleasure. 

Each class has a ‘what we are reading 

now’ and ‘what we are reading next’ 

display on doors.



Lexia 
Children from Nursery who are 

school ready up until children in 

year 3/4 all have their own login 

for Lexia (an online phonic/ reading 

app). Some children within year 

5/6 also have access to Lexia until 

they are ready to move onto 

Reading Plus. Lexia is an adaptive 

programme that accelerates 

children's literacy skills.   



Reading Week 



Library 
Our school library is open everyday for the children to 

access reading books for pleasure to take home to share 

with their family. The reading ambassadors help Miss 

Conolly on a break time to support children choosing 

age appropriate books, keep record of which children 

are attending the library and which books are going 

home. 

Next Steps:

Libraries are going to be set 

up outside of each class to 

provide children with easier 

access to a range of books 

to read for please.



Author Visit 
Martin Scott came into school to share his book 

'The Stuttering Coach'. Martin shared his difficulties 

of his stutter and how he has been able to 

overcome some past difficulties to achieve his 

dreams. This gave the children inspiration to not let 

anything hold them back to achieve their dreams.



Book Fair 
The Scolastic Book Fair has been 

into school twice this year. 

Children have enjoyed visiting the 

book fair with their family 

members to purchase a book to 

read at home. Pupils have shared 

how they enjoy choosing their 

own book to read as their is such 

a variety split into different age 

groups.



Reading Club 
Children have enjoyed attending our 

reading club after school. Each week 

children were read a different book and 

completed a range of activities linked to 

the book. The awe and pleasure in the 

children's face when listening and 

completing different activities was a joy to 

witness.



12 Days of Bookmas
Children have enjoyed participating in 

showing off their favourite books and 

promoting them to others.



So far this year…
• Staff meeting introducing ‘Mighty Writer’

• Mighty Write implemented within Reception & KS1 

classes

• New and updated writing coverage

• New and updated Reading Spine

• Updated Writing cycle ensuring reading focus once a 

week and a SPaG lesson before using skill to write in 

context

• ‘Meet the teacher’ meeting sharing the curriculum 

overview for the year

• Writing moderations within the trust

• Spotlighting staff meeting

• Yr4 entered Young Writers Poetry competition and 

had poems published

• Guided Reading within KS2 trialed

• Book club after school

• Boys Club with Mr Sanderson focusing on reading

• Breakfast Book Club

• Boom Reader

• 12 Days of Bookmas

• Building Blocks for Success – on website



Next steps…
• Poetry competition for classes who haven’t entered during poetry topic

• Continue to monitor the impact of Mighty Writer

• English staff meetings (Guided reading trial)

• Writing moderations with other schools

• Order books from Usborne. Children to choose which books they would like.

• PTA made approx. £2000 in Autumn Term to support purchasing for mini libraries and books,

• PTA Amazon wishlist

• Spelling and homework books

• Reading Week

• Phonics Screening Meeting with parents/ carers

• Phonics and reading sessions with parents

• National Literacy Trust Story Telling Week – promote reading & writing for pleasure


